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‘INTERNATIONAL DEBATE

ON FREE SPEECH’

FEMINISM ABROAD

Women from all over need to guard their hard-fought rights to make
decisions about their lives. Yet others still need those rights in the first
place. Here are a few ladies who have made waves in recent months in
their quest to protect women'’s rights.

FEMEN - An extremist feminist group with Ukrainian origin. Now an in-
ternational movement, they have recently protested against a proposed
abortion ban in Spain and the UN’s response to sexual predatory prac-
tices in the Catholic Church with their bare-chested appeals. Having
been exiled to France, more controversy ensued last year when FEMEN
leader Inna Shevchenko inspired the face of France’s new postage
stamp. French anti-feminist groups were not enthused.

Pussy Riot - The Russian punk group best known for singing defama-

tory songs against the Russian government sparked an international

debate on free speech in the Slavic state. The members were incar-
cerated in 2012 and released in January 2014. They recently visited
Amsterdam to support a human rights conference.
UK F sta - Made headli in the of 2013 when they as-
ked the UK grocery chain Tesco to “lose the lads’ mags.” Their on-going

countrywide effort is jointly run by the feminist advocacy group Object
and supported by trade unions, anti-violence groups and interested ci-
tizens. Saudi Women Drivers - Last fall, women from all over Saudi Ara-
bia protested a Saudi law that bans giving driver’s licenses to women.
Although they are not an official group, Saudi women made headlines
when they got behind the wheel in a coordinated national effortin a
day of protest. Saudi Arabia is still the only country in the world that
bans women from driving.

Have a Say

Experts and internationals debate

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOLING

DEBATE MORE INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
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Have A Say is a new series in which we talk to experts and

internationals about a subject that causes debate in the f

international community.

DUTCH CONTEXT
Photography MMH

Moving abroad is always a complicated process and made especially more
so when you have children. Determining where to enrol your child in
school can be a difficult process in your home country but with unfamili-
arity with the educational system and language barrier, choosing a school
abroad becomes an even more daunting process.

In the Netherlands, with the popularity of English language, selecting a
school as an international parent can be even more difficult. Unlike many
places in the world where local schools, due to the quality of the education
and the language barrier, are out of the question for internationals, Dutch
schools are often a viable option.

Yet many international parents, and an increasing number of Dutch
parents, are choosing international schools for their children. Considering
the high quality of local schools and the price tag of international schools,
why do parents enrol their children in an international school? And what
do the experts think are the biggest benefits to an international education?
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Education

The Netherlands’ Top Universities

BEST

IN CLASS

The Netherlands has once again made

great strides in the T

Among the major global education indices, Lon-

P

of the global university rankings. Last
year sh d the highest ber of
Dutch institutions included in the top
100 universities in the world so far,
based on the assessments conducted
by several international organiza-
tions. The official results have shown
remarkable improvements on the
part of Dutch universities over the
last three years, indicating positive
developments in the higher educa-
tion system. However, impressive as
this may seem, much controversy

has surrounded these international
rankings, which supposedly place a
premium on reputation, rather than
on results.

By Phillip Gangan
Photography MMH

don-based Times Higher Education (THE) listed
eight out of the thirteen Dutch universities in the
top 100, compared to seven in the previous year
(2012) and only four in 2011. Leiden University
sat in pole position at 67th place, while Delft
University of Technology followed soon, coming
in at 69th. Meanwhile, another British organi-
zation Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) named the
University of Amsterdam as the top-rated Dutch
university of the year (58th place) and has also
included five Dutch universities in the top 100.
Shanghai’s Jiao Tong University, on the other
hand, considered Utrecht University as best in
class (52nd place), citing just three Dutch insti-
tutions on their list.

ACADEMIC REPUTATION

The contrasting results among the more
prominent global university rankings are due
in part to disparities in methodologies and
metrics. Although the THE index claims to judge
academic institutions on their core missions,
the organization’s most influential performance
indicators centre on research volume and fre-
quency of academic journal citations (60%). At

WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

Dutch Universities top
the Top 100 London
Times Higher Edu-

cation Index

the same time, QS primarily focuses on academic
reputation (40%) while Jiao Tong University
counts the number of university staff and alumni
who received Nobel Prizes, Fields Medals or are
regarded as Highly Cited Researchers (50%).
These indicators suggest that universities are
generally ranked in terms of status rather than
quality of education.

‘In general one should be very prudent in
dealing with rankings, says Karl Dittrich,
chairman of the association of Dutch universities
VSNU. ‘They all have their peculiarities and they
all put a very strong emphasis on the results in
research, on prestige and on historical results.
Performances in teaching and learning hardly
play a role. That is a pity since educating young
people is one of the main tasks of the universi-
ties. Be that as it may, there is no denying the
fact that Dutch universities have done excee-
dingly well in the current rankings, implying
that these academic institutions have earned
outstanding reputations for quality research.

FITTING THE BILL
According to Professor Carel Stolker,
Rector Magnificus and Chairman of the Leiden
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